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GENEALOGY RESEARCH
By Kevin Burton

How much do you know about your ancestors? What do 
you know about the lives they lived? Were any of them Seventh-
day Adventists (SDA)? If you are interested in genealogy and have 
Adventist connections, you will fi nd the Center for Adventist 
Research (CAR) to be a great resource. Many of the benefi ts CAR 
off ers are freely accessible online at http://www.centerforadventist-
research.org.

Th e SDA Obituary Index is an invaluable tool for locating 
obituaries that were printed in SDA periodicals. You are able to 
search for these records by keyword, name, date, or periodical 
title. Let’s say I decide to search by name for my great-grandfa-
ther’s fi rst wife. I enter “Hopkins, Violet” in the search bar and 
click the search button. From the results I learn that there is an 
obituary that appears in the Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, 
March 29, 1923. Th ough this information appears as a link it will 
not take me to the obituary if I were to click on it. At this point, it 
is necessary to go to another website to actually fi nd the obituary. 
So, I open a new window and go to https://www.adventistarchives.
org. Once I am on this site I use the reference I found in the SDA 
Obituary Index to search the “Online Archives” for the periodical 
that contains the obituary I want to fi nd.

Th e Adventist Archives website, which is managed by the 
General Conference Offi  ce of Archives, Statistics, and Research, 
is also a great tool for genealogical research. You can use it to 
search for the names of your ancestors, or even places they lived. 
I was doing some searching on August 14, 2013, and discovered 
an article about one of my great-great-grandmas. To my surprise 
the article mentioned that she became an Adventist in 1896. Th is 
meant that Emily Alice Roberts was the fi rst Seventh-day Adven-
tist in my family, making me a fi fth-generation Adventist. Before 
this time my family had assumed that my great-grandparents were 
the fi rst to accept the Adventist faith. Th ere may also be some 
interesting things about your ancestors that are waiting to be 
discovered as well!

Another valuable tool on CAR’s website is the SDA Periodi-
cal Index. Th e searching capabilities for this feature are similar to 
the Obituary Index. In May 2013 I used the Periodical Index to 
fi nd articles written by my grandpa, Marvin Gunter. My search 
yielded 12 hits, which I was able to fi nd on the Adventist Archives 
website just like I had done for the obituaries. My mother and I 
really enjoyed going through these articles and reading about my 
grandpa’s involvement in various projects and ministries.

One other benefi cial feature available on CAR’s website is 
the photographs. Th e methods for searching the photos are com-
pletely diff erent from the obituary and periodical indexes. Th ere 
is a search box in the upper right-hand corner of the window. If 
you search for a word in this box it will search multiple fi elds for 
key words. You can be more specifi c, however, by using “quota-
tion marks.” When searching, it is also important to keep in mind 
that names are usually given “last name fi rst, fi rst name, middle 
name last” (to quote from the classic Andy Griffi  th fi lm, No Time 
for Sergeants). In other words, when I searched for a picture of my 
wife’s grandpa, I typed “Gane, Erwin R” in the search box. Once 
my search popped up, I saw a picture of Grandpa Gane when he 
was president of his graduating class at the Seventh-day Adventist 
Th eological Seminary in the 1960s. After this, I clicked on the 
link to download the “Full Resolution Image” so I could have a 
nice copy.

About 170 years have passed in the Adventist movement and 
many people have ancestors who were part of this history. Th ere-
fore, CAR is not only for theologians and historians, but also for 
all that like to learn more of their family’s history. Stories abound 
in the Seventh-day Adventist Church, stories of which your ances-
tors were a part. Are you ready to make new discoveries and put 
these stories back together? If so, your quest begins at http://www.
centerforadventistresearch.org.

Kevin Burton, Staff Assistant / Shops for Adventist history on 
ebay in his spare time.

“Every man is a quotation from all his ancestors”
--Ralph Waldo Emerson

DIRECTOR’S UPDATE
By Merlin D. Burt

2015 is fi lled with the hopeful promise of ministry and ser-
vice at the Center for Adventist Research.  Th is year we launched 
a new Facebook site for the Center and Katy Wolfer, our special 
projects manager, is posting new information pieces on a regular 
basis.  At the time of this writing the number of viewers is rising 
steadily.  Th e Adventist Digital Library [ADL] is preparing to acti-
vate on May 1 of this year with a launch date early next year.  We 
are in the fi nal stages of interviewing a digital systems manager 
who will work with Julie Johnson, the lead manager of ADL.  

Th is is a busy semester for me.  Besides teaching two semi-
nary classes and a distance learning class, with more than 125 
students, I will have a busy travel schedule.  I will do a weekend 
series in the Netherlands, and at Newbold College in England as 
well as BRICOM in Loma Linda and the fi rst meeting of the ADL 
board around General Conference Spring Meeting time.  

I might mention one other development, a new Ellen G. 
White Estate book for which I am the general editor.  It is due to 
be released by Pacifi c Press this summer.  I believe the title will be 
Understanding Ellen White.  It will be a succinctly written work 
on issues relating to Ellen White’s life and prophetic ministry.  It 
will be useful in many ways, but I am looking forward to using it 
as a reader in my “GSEM 534: Issues in Ellen G. White” class.

I am particularly pleased with the fi ne team of workers we 
have at the Center for Adventist Research—faculty, staff , and 
student assistants.  Th e motto of the White Estate has been “Keep-
ing the Vision Alive.”  Our prayer is that history will be more 
than simply a reciting of what has gone before. Rather it can be a 
beacon of guidance as we see how God has worked in Seventh-day 
Adventist history and connect it to how He is working and will 
work for us today.

Merlin D. Burt, Director / Visits woodworking shops whenever 
possible.
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Duane and Nancy Anderson

Detail of model of the H. M. S. Bounty

PITCAIRN RELATED MATERIALS 
DONATED

Duane and Nancy Anderson and family donated several 
items related to Pitcairn Island which had belonged to Nancy 
Anderson’s father, Mr. Robert M. Little II. He made the model 
of H.M.S.  Bounty himself by purchasing a boat and modifying it 
to more closely resemble the Bounty. As no one else in the fam-
ily was interested in Pitcairn and its relation to Adventist history, 
the Andersons thought to donate the materials to the Center for 
Adventist Research.

Th e H. M. S. Bounty has a storied history. Many know the 
tale from the movies and books written about this true adventure 
of the mutiny of the sailors who took refuge on Pitcairn Island. 

Th e Seventh-day Adventist connection starts in 1876 when 
James White and J. N. Loughborough sent a volume of the Signs 
of the Times and some tracts, accompanied by a letter, to Pitcairn 
Island. Loughborough writes in his book Th e Great Second Advent 
Movement “We knew not a person on the island, and knew noth-
ing of the island itself, save its reputation as having for its inhabit-
ants a devoted, godly people. Th e papers were sent as a venture.” 
(p.427) Later John I. Tay, a Seventh-day Adventist ship’s carpenter, 
spent fi ve weeks on Pitcairn and persuaded the islanders to keep 
the seventh-day Sabbath.

In the 1890s as part of a Sabbath school fund raising cam-
paign a mission boat was built. Th e ship was named Pitcairn and it 
was launched November 25, 1890. For ten years the Pitcairn sailed 
the south Pacifi c with missionaries on board. Pitcairn Island was a 
regular stop on its route.

Here is an extract from a letter from a Pitcairner, which 
throws an interesting light upon the life on Pitcairn Island:-
“H.M.S. — came in yesterday. Sabbath, the captain came ashore and attended the Sabbath school. He off ered the opening prayer, 

reviewed the primary division, and at the close gave a part-
ing address to the whole school. He expressed himself as highly 
pleased with our school system, and was so glad that all the people 
attended. He said our school is the best organised school he ever 
saw, and he had seen many, for when at home in England he 
was superintendent of a Sunday-school. He is a really Christian 
man.”(Th e Present Truth (UK) August 2, 1894, p. 496.17)

Th e Seventh-day Adventist church now has a worker and 
a nurse who come from Australia to serve two-year terms on 
Pitcairn Island.

Th e photographs from the Pitcairn collection can be viewed 
http://www.centerforadventistresearch.org/photos/special-collec-
tions/Pitcairn%20Collection/. Th ey include photographs of the 
missionaries, the two-masted schooner, as well as various people 
connected with the collection.H
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Detail of the H. M. S. Bounty model.
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2014 SEMINARY HERITAGE 
SABBATH

As the Seventh-day Adventist church grows and becomes 
more diverse and distant from the culture and language at its 
beginning, a challenge has arisen in teaching an understanding 
of the church’s unique identity. Th ere is a lack of knowledge of 
Adventist identity both within and without the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist church. Members everywhere ask “What makes us unique 
as a church?” Twelve years ago, in 2002, then Seminary student 
Michael Campbell, facilitated the fi rst Seminary Heritage Sabbath 
at the Historic Village in Battle Creek, Michigan. Th e 13th annual 
Seminary Heritage Sabbath was held this year on September 6 at 
the Historic Adventist Village in Battle Creek, Michigan. Set near 
the beginning of the school year, the special day is intended to be a 
foundational event for students in their year at the seminary.

A large part of our Adventist theological identity can be 
found in the Great Controversy theme. Th ere is a war that is being 
fought between Satan and his angels and Christ and his angels. 
In the humble home of James and Ellen White on Wood Street in 
the Historic Adventist Village, Ellen White began writing on this 
theme.  Th e White home can function as a mnemonic “hook” to 
anchor the Great Controversy theme in the mind.

Th e Whites fi rst moved to Battle Creek in 1855. Th ey built 
their home in 1856 and it was the only place where the entire fam-
ily, with all four boys, lived together. John Herbert died in infancy 
and Henry died at the age of 16. Not until the Second Coming 
and the resurrection will they all be together again. Th e boys’ bed-
room is found on the main fl oor with one wide bed for the older 
two sons, Henry and Edson, and a trundle bed for little Willie. 
On the second fl oor is a room with a writing desk and a rocking 
chair. Ellen White would often awaken in the early hours of the 
morning and write for some time. At the breakfast table she would 
share some of what she had been writing that morning. 

For this fall’s Heritage Sabbath Mariesa and Matthew Tin-
kham gave a special music entitled “In the Sanctuary.” Th e lyrics 

of this song enunciate our distinct Seventh-day Adventist belief 
in the role of Jesus as our High Priest in the heavenly sanctuary. 
“He’s our Defender before the Father . . . investigating, He clears 
the record of those redeemed by His own blood.”

Dr. Richard M. Davidson spoke for the morning wor-
ship service. He holds the title of J. N. Andrews Professor of Old 
Testament Interpretation at the Seventh-day Adventist Th eologi-
cal Seminary. Th e title of his sermon was “Th e Sanctuary Mes-
sage—So What?” He introduced his sermon with an overview of 
the pioneers’ understanding of the sanctuary message and how 
it aff ected their sense of mission. Th en he spoke about how the 
second-generation pioneers understood the sanctuary. Next he 
shared his personal testimony about his own growth in under-
standing the sanctuary including living through the Ford Crisis of 
the 1980s. Th en he gave a Biblical exposition asking various Bible 
characters what they thought of the Most Holy Place ministry of 
Jesus and the investigative judgment. Davidson pointed out the 
chiastic structure of the Pentateuch with chapter 16 of Leviticus 
as the center, which he explained as essential to understanding the 
meaning of the Books of Moses. Leviticus 16 discusses the Day of 
Atonement, which was the climax of the Sanctuary service in the 
Jewish calendar year. Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, occurs 
right after Rosh Hashanah at the beginning of the Jewish New 
Year which is usually in September and followed by the festival of 
tabernacles. Under the fi rst covenant the Day of Atonement was 
the day when the temple was cleansed of sin through the blood of 
a sin off ering. With the death of Jesus the fi rst covenant ended, 
and Jesus became our sin off ering under the New Covenant. 

In refl ecting on Dr. Davidson’s sermon, Samuel Pagán 
De Jesús, PhD student in Adventist Studies, said: “Dr. Richard 
Davidson’s message was inspiring.  It sought to answer the ques-
tion: ‘Why the sanctuary?’ And through the historical testimonies 
of the pioneers and his own personal testimony, together with his 
biblical understanding and explanations, he reaffi  rmed the faith 
of visiting students, not only on the importance of the sanctuary 
message for Adventists, but of more importance, the relevance of 
this for today’s world.  In light of suff ering humanity, he chal-
lenged us to look into the sanctuary where Jesus as our High Priest 
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Mariesa and Matthew Tinkham sing “In the Sanctuary.”

Richard Davidson, 2014 Seminary Heritage Sabbath speaker.
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ADVENTIST DIGITAL LIBRARY – 
SPRING 2015 UPDATE

By Julie Johnson

Th is winter has seen many tweaks to the concept and plan-
ning of the Adventist Digital Library (ADL), scheduled to launch 
in early 2016.  We have been in talks with K3 Integrations, a soft-
ware development company that does projects for the Adventist 
community, most recently the Adventist Learning Community.  
K3 is confi dent that they can provide us with the user interface 
needed to deliver our digital content across the world with a plat-
form current to today’s digital needs and one that is easy for any 
user type to navigate.

Most of the resources that will be available at the initial 
launch of ADL will be historical documents and periodicals pub-
lished before the 1900s.  Th e SDA periodical index and obituary 
index will also be hosted within ADL, along with thousands of 
photographs from Adventist history.  After the fi rst year, we will 
begin accepting digital material from other institutions, which will 
get us fi rmly on the way to being the fi rst place researchers turn to 
for Adventist related history.

Th e vision of ADL is not limited to the needs of serious 
scholars, however.  We are also designing ADL to be attractive to 

teachers, pastors, and the general public.  Th ere will be an exhibit 
section, where users can view stories of Adventist history, along 
with the digital materials that provide the opportunity for further 
reading or research.  For those who want to browse or are unsure 
of their search terms, we will provide graphical interfaces such as 
digital items pinned on a map, and a timeline view where users 
can drill down to resources by date.  Being able to visually see 
where Adventist history fi ts into the geographical makeup of our 
world, or how the same history fi ts in with our world history will 
provide users with an extra layer of understanding as they research 
our rich history.

With the spring ahead of us, we will be working on fi nal-
izing some staffi  ng changes and documenting how we will be able 
to manage the thousands of fi les with the corresponding metadata 
(information about what the fi le contains, including the full text).  
We also have thousands of resources that need to be analyzed for 
usable metadata and image quality in preparation for inclusion 
within ADL.

We’ve had major setbacks, but with each disappointment, 
God has given a new answer.  Th is inspires us to persevere with 
this important project.  Our belief is that these digital resources 
will truly become the ‘streams of light’ of which Ellen White 
wrote, reaching all corners of the earth.

Julie Johnson, Assistant Director / Enjoys discovering delicious 
ethnic food on her weekends.

record to the their own libraries’ catalog. On the OCLC website is 
this statement regarding cataloging items never before entered into 
this union catalog: “One of the most valuable contributions you 
can make to the library community is to create original records 
or share your library’s unique collections on WorldCat.” Many 
of the items in the Center’s collection fall into this category and 
Camille’s work consists almost entirely of creating original catalog 
records. To do this Camille’s fi rst step is to do a thorough search 
to make sure the item isn’t already cataloged in WorldCat. Her 
next step will be to create a record and refi ne it to accurately refl ect 
the item in the Center’s collection.

Camille took the time to describe some of the work that she 
does “When I am working with White Document Files, the topic 
is usually clear, but I have to add the subject headings.  It is a judg-
ment call to decide what is important enough to be included as a 
subject heading. I look at what is in the folder of the WDF and for 
example, if someone has written three of the things listed, I will 
usually put their name as a subject heading.”

Original cataloging of some things is more diffi  cult. In 
particular fi guring out the subject headings takes the most eff ort. 
“Term papers are usually easy,” Camille informs me. “All the 
information you need is usually included on the title page.” She 
then describes some variations in her cataloging routine. “I have 
to watch videos to fi gure out what the subject heading should be, 
or to fi nd out information that hasn’t been printed on the VHS 
cassette label, such as the publisher information.”

Recently, Camille has been adding language characters to 
the records of foreign language materials that she has catalogued. 
An undergraduate student worker, Heaven Shin, has been work-
ing with her on adding information in the Korean script for the 
Korean language materials. Next she plans to tackle Japanese 
language materials and do the same with them.

One of the by-products of being a cataloger and dealing so 
closely with the Center’s materials is a broad knowledge of where 
things should be, the sorts of materials the collection contains, and 
a working knowledge of the library catalog’s call number system. 
“Camille is our trouble-shooter.” Jim informs me. “If something 
shows up with an odd call number or a call number that doesn’t 
match where it is shelved, Camille helps fi gure it out.” 

Wendy Halder, Collections Associate-Periodicals, refl ected 
on the times she has received help from Camille. “She helps me 
fi gure out where to go to look it up. Sometimes she just knows. 
When I was cataloging a periodical, and before she taught me 
how to look things up for myself, I would see a line I hadn’t seen 
before. I’d go to her and say ‘I don’t know what this line is for. Tell 
me what it means.’ She was really helpful.”

Th e Center provides a curated collection of Adventist-related 
materials which contains thousands of items. Even though the 
Center’s holdings are narrower in scope than the James White 
Library no one would be able to eff ectively fi nd information with-
out the use of the library catalog. Careful cataloging is especially 
important at the Center, because the Center employs closed stacks, 
which means patrons are not allowed to browse them but must 
request items by call number. Th e more accurately the patron can 
search the library’s catalog, the better their search results will be. 
And in the end cataloging is about providing a service to the end 
user.

Merlin Burt, director of the Center, said, “Cataloging is a 
process of discovery. Th e thousands of items that still need cata-
loging are a source for rich new research. It benefi ts the academic 
community and increases faith in God’s leading.” He concluded, 
“cataloging is vital to supporting education at our University.”
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CATALOGING: TO INFINITY AND 
BEYOND!

“Bound-withs” are a pain to catalog” Camille Clayton 
says. She has been the Cataloging Assistant at the Center since 
2004. “Th ey are troublesome to catalog because of how they were 
made.” Th is was the practice of taking several thinner publications 
on miscellaneous topics and binding them together in a single 
volume. A lot of original previously unknown lost-to-time things 
show up in them. “In the ‘bound-withs’ there is potential to fi nd a 
real gem that we don’t know about,” says Jim Ford, associate direc-
tor of the Center. A lot of the work of cataloging is tedious and 
monotonous but occasionally discoveries are made.

A couple of years ago Jim was occupied with the duplicate 
book work looking through the multiple editions of the Testi-
monies to the Church written by Ellen White. In volume ten he 
noticed an anomaly. One edition of volume ten had a diff erent 
number of pages. “Why was that?” he questioned and scrutinized 
it further. He soon discovered that this edition, unlike other previ-
ously known editions, contained the full names of the individuals 
Ellen White was writing to. Up to this point, we only had copies 
of the Testimonies that abbreviated the last name to the fi rst letter. 
So it would say, for example, Dear Brother A. But in this particu-
lar edition of volume ten it included the full name, for example: 
Dear Brother Anderson.

“A manuscript or personal papers collection can take up to 
an hour to catalog,” Jim Ford tells me as he leans back in his chair 
and elaborates on the mechanics of creating library catalog item 
records. Most recently he has been working on creating the record 
for the new John N. Loughborough Collection. Th is collection 
contains materials pulled from seven diff erent sources within the 
Center, some of which have never been processed.

Samuel Pagán De Jesús, PhD student in Adventist Studies, 
works with unprocessed materials at the Center. He said: “Th e 
fi rst collection I worked on was one on the Peruvian Union. Th at 
one was really interesting. It had all the correspondence, the letters 
from the workers. Th ey came from the United States, because they 
went to Peru to start the work. It was interesting reading about 
their interactions with the locals. Th e murders—not that I am 
happy they were murdered, but it was interesting reading. Th at 
collection was four boxes. I spent a year on the Adventist Heritage 
Ministry collection. Th at one is a living collection, because it is an 
organization that still exists. Stan Hickerson, Annotation Edi-
tor for the White Estate, works closely with AHM, and he kept 
bringing me boxes to add to the collection. Which was hard for a 
task-oriented person like myself. I like to see the goal, and the end 
point kept shifting because the collection continued to grow while 
I was processing it. Th at collection is currently 14 boxes.”

 “It is diffi  cult to estimate when we will be fi nished with our 
backlog of items to catalog if we continue at our current rate.” Jim 
expressed with a wry smile. He continued with the litany of un-
cataloged items in the Center’s collection. “Th ere are thousands of 
periodicals; Salle Alger is working on those. Th ere are thousands 
of cassette tapes. Th ere are two large boxes of pamphlets from the 
White Estate. Th ere are several thousand photographs. Th ere is a 
whole section of shelves with Shepherd’s Rod materials which will 
take some education to do properly.”

One example of how the Center’s cataloging backlog is be-
ing worked on is the workfl ow in the White Document File. Th e 
White Document File is an extensive and valuable collection of 
assorted information —articles, clippings, quotations, letters, term 
papers, etc. —on people, places and topics of Adventist historical 
interest. Vitalii Yakushi, a student worker, pulls out publications, 
such as little pamphlets. Megan Channer, also a student worker, 
checks to see if we have them already. Th ere are hundreds of these. 
She checks for duplicates, and if she determines that it is some-
thing we need, it is then given to Camille to be cataloged.

Camille is a diminutive woman with a vibrant personality. 
Often her laughter can be heard echoing through the offi  ce. Her 
attention to detail and skills in accurately identifying information 
make her a valuable and appreciated worker. She shares catalog-
ing responsibility with the James White Library Bibliographic 
Services, but she is the principal cataloger of Center materials. 
Camille holds a BS degree in Management and a BA degree in 
French from Andrews University.

When you ask her about her work, she’ll say “no one will 
fi nd what I do interesting.” Th ere are thousands of items waiting 
to be put into the workfl ow. Th ey rest for a while on the corner 
of her desk while she keys in the pertinent information that will 
allow patrons to fi nd material. In her offi  ce are fl oor to ceil-
ing shelves that contain odds and ends patiently waiting in the 
queue. Among them are Adventist produced felt sets, evangelistic 
seminar videos, and those tricky items mentioned earlier referred 
to as bound-withs. Frequently there will be a book cart stashed in 
her offi  ce with an assortment of items. Occasionally on the cart 
are newly arrived school annuals. Other times they are rows of 
DVDs. Sometimes, when she returns from having been away for 
a few days, the piles of material for her to look at stack up outside 
her offi  ce door. All these piles illustrate the immense backlog that 
ensures Camille has plenty of work each day.

Th ere are entire rows of shelves in the Center’s stacks with 
a range of things that need to be cataloged. Th ere are no statistics 
of the number of items that are original cataloging versus copy 
cataloging. However, Jim Ford is confi dent that Camille has made 
a signifi cant impact on the number of items cataloged since she 
joined the Center’s team.

Librarians use several services to make their work more ef-
fi cient, one of which is WorldCat. Wikipedia defi nes WorldCat as 
a “union catalog that itemizes the collections of 72,000 libraries 
in 170 countries and territories which participate in the Online 
Computer Library Center (OCLC) global cooperative. It is built 
and maintained collectively by the participating libraries.” Copy 
cataloging is done when an item needing cataloging already has 
a record listed in WorldCat allowing the cataloger to copy the 

A selection of the type of materials cataloged at the Center.
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is working for our salvation.”
Dr. Merlin Burt told stories in the Oak Hill Cemetery (with 

the date 1844 written in wrought iron above its gates). Th ere are 
hundreds of names that are familiar to Seventh-day Adventists 
written on the memorial stones of that cemetery. Th e stories of 
the men and women buried there could fi ll several volumes. On 
the cemetery tour during Seminary Heritage Sabbath, a few of 
these stories were highlighted. Located in this cemetery are the 
graves of the White family; John Byington, the fi rst president of 
the General Conference; C. W. Post; Sojourner Truth; Goodloe 
Bell, founding professor of Battle Creek College; Uriah Smith; and 
many others.

Many of the attendees at Seminary Heritage Sabbath have 
been pastors or soon will be. As such, many related best to the sto-
ry told of Uriah Smith, who was editor of the Review and Herald 
for nearly 50 years. Smith was the “pastor” for many nineteenth-
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J. N. Andrews bookplate and handwritten note by Czechowski.

Polish Bible that is a part of the J. N. Andrews Library.

century readers scattered far from other believers and without a 
local congregation with which to meet. His nine-year sojourn in 
a spiritual wilderness while still holding the offi  ce of editor was a 
comfort and charge to those in the pastoral ministry. To hear this 
story, come next year on the tour of the cemetery.

Seminary Heritage Sabbath is an annual event for students 
of the Seventh-day Adventist Th eological Seminary at Andrews 
University. Th is day is a way for Seminary students and their 
families to connect with the spiritual and theological roots of the 
Seventh-day Adventist church. John McVay, former dean of the 
Seminary said this: “As we grow chronologically distant from 
those early chapters of our story, we must be intentional about 
connecting with our own saga.  We dare not become emotionally 
or spiritually estranged from our pioneers and their zeal for the 
Second Coming of Jesus.”

POLISH BIBLE LINKS TWO EARLY 
EUROPEAN MISSIONARIES

While doing some research in the Center’s vault Merlin D. 
Burt recently discovered that one of the Bibles in the John Nevins 
Andrews library had Czechowski’s signature in it. 

A native Polish speaker, Darius Jankiewicz, gave us a trans-
lation of the handwritten note as follows:

“As a keepsake (or memento) for Brother Julian Stawicki, on 
June 7, 1861.” 

In other words this is a gift for Julian to remember 
Czechowski. Stawicki now owns the Bible. So it must have been 
a gift from Czechowski. A paraphrase would be: “A gift so that 
Brother Julian Stawicki remembers me.”

Th is was an interesting and not widely known fact, so it was 
decided to post some pictures of the Bible on Facebook. Denis 
Kaiser, a fan of the Center’s Facebook page and worker at the Cen-
ter, found further information on Czechowski and Stawicki.

Stawicki was one of Czechowski’s converts to the Seventh-
day Adventist faith in New York in 1860. See M. B. Czechowski, 
“Th e N.Y. Mission,” Review and Herald, Sept. 4, 1860, 124, 125; 
Julian Stawicki, “From Bro. Stawicki,” Review and Herald, Aug. 
26, 1862, p. 103.

In the summer of 1861 Czechowski moved from New York 
City to Enosburg Falls, in the northern part of Vermont near 
the Canadian border. It may well be that Czechowski gave this 
Bible to Stawicki upon his departure. Th e date in the Bible (June 
7, 1861) could actually help date Czechowski’s departure more 
precisely than just summer 1861.

Of course, that doesn’t explain how it got from Stawicki to 
Andrews. It is, however, interesting that Stawicki’s name appears 
only in the Review and only in 1860 and 1862. Further research 
has to be done to discover more about Stawicki’s whereabouts after 
1862. Maybe he defected from the faith, as there doesn’t seem to 
be an obituary for him in church periodicals.

Like all good research projects, this additional information 
by Denis has answered some questions but raised others. It is an 
interesting connection between these two pioneer missionaries to 
Europe. A former Catholic priest, Czechowski joined the Seventh-
day Adventist church in 1857 and some time later asked the 
General Conference to sponsor him to be a missionary to Europe. 
Th e fl edging denomination did not feel it was the right time, and 
said no. However Czechowski was not deterred and left in 1864 as 
a missionary to Europe. Th ere he worked for several years sharing 
the Adventist message. He died in Vienna in 1876. Andrews left 
for Europe as a missionary in 1874. Th e story of how this Polish 
bible with Czechowski’s signature arrived in the personal library of 
J. N. Andrews is one yet to be discovered.
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Artist’s representation of a scribe writing on parchment.

Alberto Timm speaking at the 2013 Ellen White Issues Symposium.

2015 GIFT OF PROPHECY 
SYMPOSIUM

“Must I not take care to say what the LORD puts into my 
mouth?”

Th e word prophesy means to tell forth, to preach God’s 
Word. It doesn’t have so much to do with prediction as it does 
with proclamation. Balaam says “Must I not take care to say what 
the LORD puts into my mouth?” (Numbers 23:11). Th e prophets 
had a heavy burden placed on them when called to speak for God. 
Jonah berates God for being “a gracious God and merciful, slow 
to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from 
punishing.” (Jonah 4:2). Jeremiah complains “I have become a 
laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me.” (Jeremiah 20:7) 
And later asks “Why did I come forth from the womb to see toil 
and sorrow, and spend my days in shame?” (Jeremiah 20:18). 
What is this gift that imbues the prophets? What can we know 
about it? Did the spiritual gift of prophecy, in the sense of receiv-
ing new revelations from God to be proclaimed to others, cease 
with the completion of the Bible?

Th e Gift of Prophecy in Scripture and History Symposium 
will cover many topics related to the gift of prophecy. Twenty-
three presenters will speak during the days of the Symposium, 
October 15-18, 2015, which will be hosted on the beautiful cam-
pus of Andrews University. Th is conference is jointly sponsored 
by the Ellen G. White Estate, Seventh-day Adventist Th eological 
Seminary, and the Center for Adventist Research.

Th e Gift of Prophecy in Scripture and History Symposium 
will feature 23 presentations including speakers such as Dwight 
K. Nelson, Alberto Timm, Jiří Moskala, Merlin Burt, Ángel M. 
Rodríguez, and Ekkehardt Mueller. Th e symposium encompasses 
a wide range of topics related to the Gift of Prophecy and includes 
Old Testaments scholars, New Testament Scholars, and Ellen G. 
White scholars. Th e presenters include international representation 
and various Seventh-day Adventist institutions. Th e Gift of Proph-
ecy in Scripture and History Symposium is an ideal opportunity 
to broaden your understanding of the gift of prophecy while 
dialoging with top scholars during the several panel discussions. In 
today’s information rich world, experts who can sift through the 
melange and off er well-thought-out opinions are invaluable. Come 

join us and create an immediate and unforgettable experience for 
yourself as an attendee.

Early-bird registration rates for the Symposium are avail-
able. Visit the symposium website www.giftofprophecy2015.org 
for more information. Th e Symposium website also includes a 
program schedule for the symposium, a list of the presenters with 
their photographs and bios, and information about the publication 
of the book featuring all the presentations.

Ellen White died in 1915 and 2015 marks one hundred years 
since her death. Th is milestone is an opportunity to bring to the 
forefront the work and ministry of one of the co-founders of the 
Seventh-day Adventist church. It is a time to focus on her spiritual 
gift of the prophetic voice. Th is conference will bring together a 
distinctive Seventh-day Adventist understanding of the Gift of 
Prophecy as it is seen in the Bible and in history.

One who is convinced of the signifi cance of this Symposium 
is Dr. Merlin D. Burt, Director of the Center for Adventist Re-
search. “Th is centennial symposium not only focuses on important 
issues relating to Ellen G. White but gives particular attention to 
understanding the Gift of Prophecy in Scripture. We, as Seventh-
day Adventists, have neglected to adequately study the character-
istics and the operation of the Gift of Prophecy in Scripture. To 
me this is an importatnt conference for the Seventh-day Adventist 
church.”

Gift of Prophecy
in Scripture and History

Symposium

www.giftofprophecy2015.org

October 15-18, 2015

Andrews University
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CREATING A VIRTUAL MUSEUM 
By Julie Johnson

Surrounded by thousands of pieces of Adventist history, 
there are days when I despair of completing the task that has been 
given me.  So many handwritten secrets, so many everyday ob-
jects, so many printed words that have been forgotten.  How will 
I ever be able to share the feeling I have when I hold in my hands 
a diary written by a pioneer of Adventism, a love letter written 
shortly before the Great Disappointment in 1844, or a photograph 
of a building that no longer exists?  My job has fi lled me with 
excitement, and at the same time, terror of failing to preserve the 
artifacts of our rich history.  But at the same time I ask myself, 
what is the point to collecting historical items if we hide them 
away in a vault in a small town in America?

Th e Center for Adventist Research has collected histori-
cal items for years, beginning as a small archive on the campus 
of Andrews University, then expanding by merging with one of 
the branch offi  ces of the Ellen G. White Estate.  Our digitization 
program has begun to tackle the mountain of historical items we 
house, scanning them to share across the world.  Th e Adventist 
Digital Library is the newest avenue we have added for our goal 
of sharing these resources with the rest of the world.  And with 
documents and photographs, we are succeeding.  But what about 
all the other types of material?  What about William Miller’s pen, 
William Ward Simpson’s beasts, and the entire run of Mission 
Spotlight?  Should not these items also be preserved and made 
available to people?  Aren’t these the items that most people want 
to see, the items held by our pioneers, things that remind us of our 
story?  How can we make Adventist history come alive?

Recently we fully digitized the William Ward Simpson Col-
lection.  Included in these items are the large papier mâché beasts 
that are on display in our museum at the Center.  A large group of 
the staff  at the Center was involved in trying to digitally photo-
graph the beasts and use free software to stitch together the images 
into a 3D model.  Wendy Halder, Katy Wolfer, Kevin Burton, and 
Henry Gomes worked together on setting up a backdrop, light-
ing the stage, and photographing one of the beasts at all angles.  
Although the project was “defi nitely more fun than other day’s 
activities” as Wendy described, the struggle of getting the lighting 
correct using the little amount of equipment on site, not having 
a tripod that could extend over the top of the beast correctly, and 
the challenge of getting the angle of the shot exactly the same for 
each turn of the base made the task too diffi  cult.  It was decided 
that this home grown solution did not give us the quality that we 
needed.

But emerging technology has the answers for us.  Many 
museums and historical archives have used digital photography 
and scanners as a means of giving people a 2D image of the items 
in their collection.  But with the advent of 3D scanners and print-
ers, new possibilities are suddenly available.  If we were able to 
scan our artifacts directly into 3D, users across the world would be 
able to interact with them, turning them side to side, upside down, 
to fully “see” the item that lives inside a box in a vault.  Teachers 
would be able to display items in the classroom.  Students would 
be able to see Uriah Smith’s violin, a piece of the anchor of the 
HMS Bounty, and Edson White’s chair from the missionary ship 
Morningstar.  Th en our collection of treasures would be truly avail-
able to anyone.

With a 3D scanner, not only would we be able to provide 
these images of items within the collection of the Center for Ad-
ventist Research, but we would be able to take the scanner around 
the world and digitize artifacts from other institutions or archives, 
thereby creating a digital Adventist “Smithsonian”.  In this virtual 
world, the stage can be set so that items are given focus based on 
current events, and the ability to guide visitors through an exhibi-
tion will give these objects a power they do not hold on their own.

As with all new initiatives, funding and time holds us back.  
We need the space to set up a lab, the equipment to enable us to 
do the scanning, and the software to make these images view-
able online.  With the reorganization of the stacks surrounding 
the digitization area, the space has suddenly become available to 
us.  Th e rest of it remains a hopeful goal in my heart.  Because 
not only will we be able to share these items with the world, but 
scanning them in 3D gives a measure of preservation to the object.  
William Simpson’s beasts are a delight of color, artistry, and cer-
tainly terror.  But the paint is peeling away and the papier mâché 
is deteriorating.  Th ese beasts will not survive forever.  But if we 
are able to document them through photography and 3D imaging, 
people in the future will still be able to see them.  And I will be 
able to wrap up one more artifact of Adventist history without the 
fear that I will be the last to see it.

Julie Johnson, Assistant Director / Has been spending her spare 
time typing out her parent’s letters home from Singapore where 
they were stationed as missionaries in the 1970s.

Setting the scene: hanging up the sheet as a white backdrop.

The table top was on a turn-table which allowed 360° rotation.
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